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The Education 
Centre has 

been 
renamed. 

In honouring the 
life work of Dale 
Erickson, Calgary 

Arts Academy 
Society has 

renamed the 
Education Centre 

to the            
Erickson Centre.           
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Symploce 
Symploce is a rhetorical term for the repetition of words or phrases at both the 
beginning and end of successive clauses or verses.  It highlights the contrast 

between different options or possibilities and adds a sense of balance. Symploce 
is derived from the Greek word, meaning “interweaving.” 

Year 8/9 students completed their abstract modular sculptures and learned how 
to photograph their sculptures. 
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Registration for current families is now open in Family Zone.  Please contact Cathy 
Braun, Registrar, with any questions regarding the registration process.                 

Email: cbraun@caaschool.com 

Message from 
Administration 

We started 2023 with energy and enthusiasm as 
students dove right into engaging learning 
contracts, cross-campus multi-aging activities, in-
line skating opportunities, sharing assemblies, and 
our first round of diploma exams. We look forward 
to our first showcase performance that will be 
hosted by our Year 6/7 students on February 15 
and 16. 

We are excited to welcome back student teachers 
in February who are rejoining us for the remainder 
of their teaching practicum. We have also 
welcomed two Educational Assistant (EA) 
practicum students who have been learning 
alongside Ms. J at Knob Hill this January and will 
continue through February. 

Open House and Registration 

Current families who wish to drop-in to visit another 
CAA campus space are invited to do so during our 
student-led interviews in March. Teachers will be 
busy facilitating the student-led interviews for the 
students in their class, though we welcome you to 
come and wander through each and all of our CAA 
spaces. 

We are also hosting tours and information sessions 
to meet potential new CAA students and families. 
Our three campuses allow us to serve more 
students, and we are planned for controlled growth.  
Registrations are now open for the 2023-24 school 
year.  If your student will be continuing at CAA for 
next school year, please complete their registration 
by March 1. 

mailto:cbraun@caaschool.com
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Black History Month 

Black History Month honours the legacy and 
enormous contributions that Black people have 
made, and continue to make, in all sectors of 
Canadian society. While these topics are not 
limited to the month of February, we do plan to 
use the month to amplify those conversations 
and situate them within a larger context of 
learning and celebration that happens during 
this month in both Canada and the US.  

Black History Month is about celebrating 
resilience, innovation, and determination to 
work towards a more inclusive and diverse 
Canada. Through stories, research, and artistic 
studies, students will engage, and connect with 
the history of Black Canadians, especially within 
the Albertan context. 
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Pink Shirt Day is an annual event to raise awareness 
about bullying prevention in Canada and is 
scheduled nationally on February 22, when we are 
on break.  Pink Shirt Day encourages us all to be 
inclusive, supportive, and welcoming to create safe 
environments and healthy relationships. It is an 
opportunity to intentionally and purposefully 
practice belonging, inclusion, and diversity. While 
this is an expectation each day for all our 
community members, it is also a chance to remind 
ourselves of what that looks and feels like for all, 
and how we can meaningfully connect with each 
other through generosity.  

Message from Administration continued

Pink Shirt Day 

CAA will be recognizing Pink Shirt Day 
on February 17 at all campuses. Each 
campus will host an assembly at their 
respective location and students are 

encouraged to wear pink. 

 At Knob Hill, Spirit Club is hosting a 
Kindness week from February 13 to 17. 

Details will be shared via email with 
families soon.  

Students will explore the heritage, traditions, and 
culture of Black Canadians in learning about 
events and people. We have been compiling 
resources for meaningful discussion, reflection, 
and study and thank those who have contributed 
and shared rich titles and sources.
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Please note that schools are closed for our 
February break from February 20 to February 27. 
We hope you enjoy Alberta’s Family Day and that 
you take the day to celebrate the love and care 
that families share among the many diverse 
family structures that our students belong to!  

We look forward to welcoming students back to 
class on February 28. 
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Message from Administration continued

In January students at the Erickson Centre spent 
PE classes learning in table tennis and ringette. 
Both sports had a high amount of engagement 
and students had the opportunity to build upon 
existing skills.  Looking into February, students 
will play racquet sports such as pickleball, 
eclipse-ball, and badminton.  

Athletics Update

In our extra-curricular sports, CAA athletes have 
been enjoying the basketball season, which will 
conclude after our final tournaments on February 
8 and 9. Both the boys’ and girls’ teams have a 
great chance to bring home the Division II title. 
Go Pumas!  
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In Kindergarten and Year 1, we have been busy 
immersing ourselves into our third learning 
contract called “Design an Idea!”. We have been 
exploring the world of design thinking, problem 
solving, and building through a variety of STEAM 
(Science Technology Engineering Art and Math) 
projects.

Kindergarten/Year 1 
News

In the art studio with Ms. Christy, we have been 
working through a variety of artist studies, such as 
Frida Kahlo and Kandinsky, that place an emphasis 
on the development of ideas and the process-
oriented experience. Through this, we have 
deepened our understanding of how successful 
ideas are brought to fruition through preparation, 
planning, and perseverance. 

Year 2/3 News
In Year 2/3, we have been developing our DJ 
and auditory arts identities. Our current contract, 
“Mixtape”, involves learning the art of playlist/
mixtape curation, how songs and components 
on a mixtape are woven together through a 
theme and how we can use mixtapes to influence 
or connect to others. 

Creating plaster cast boomboxes with 
Ms. Christy.

Our main focus has been how to work as a team. 
We have learned how to share our ideas, listen 
respectfully to our peers, and make compromises 
when needed. These skills have helped us find 
success with tasks such as, bridge and tower 
building, collaborative art projects, and even 
helped us save a drowning gummy worm named 
Fred with only a paperclip!
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Highlights from the past month include connecting 
movement and math with fractions with Mr. E., 
exploring and utilizing Flip a Clip to create 
animations for our descriptive poems and curating 
a class playlist based around a specific theme. We 
look forward to continuing to explore music, sound 
and connection as we wrap up this contract 
through a personalized mixtape story and design. 

We have been exploring different types of poetry 
including haikus, acrostics, limericks and 
descriptive poems, as well as looking at lyrics as 
a form of poetry.

In Science, we are learning about magnetism and 
how it connects to sound equipment and music 
creation.  
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Year 2/3 News Continued

We have been enjoying our new contract 
“Express Yourself”.  It is centred around music 
and its power to move people. Ms. Larose has 
passionately led us through mindful music 
listening experiences and analysis, experiencing 
genres like rock, jazz, funk and soul.

Year 4/5 News

We focused on The UN’s Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and The Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. We learned about all the 
different rights that are in place to ensure we 
have happy, healthy childhoods that allows us to 
grow into the best versions of ourselves!
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We made connections between our own lives, 
interests, hobbies, hopes and dreams to the rights 
that help protect our quality of life. We have moved 
into the content that will be highlighted in our song 
creation. We are learning about distinguishing fact 
from opinion, learning about cause and effect, and are 
learning persuasion tactics surrounded around 
causation and correlation. The next step is to combine 
a cause we feel passionate about from the UN’s 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. We will write 
and record a song that will persuade an audience to 
support our selected cause. We have had lessons on 
how to use the app GarageBand effectively and are 
excited to begin our songwriting!

Year 4/5 News continued
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Year 4/5

LINKS

2022-2023 School Calendar 

2023-2024 School Calendar 

Record Your Volunteer Hours 

CAA Foundation Website 

CAA Adult Choir

https://www.caaschool.com/_files/ugd/4db82a_5d201cf257a74ddc974763c74f7aff1d.pdf
https://www.caaschool.com/_files/ugd/4db82a_4b3d04fa80d54d83947f29070c9b5391.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuH4NAn2W8wbcN9-DPqUzxAc_rADB805FjV31iUkMYYKIiGA/viewform
https://www.thecaafoundation.com
https://www.caaschool.com/caa-adult-choir
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Year 6/7/8 News 
Rosscarrock Campus
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Things are starting off with a bang in Year 6/7/8 as we 
prepare for some exciting visual art projects in Social 
Studies to be displayed at our upcoming showcase. In 
Year 7, we are designing our own creative diary 
narratives from the viewpoint of the first contact in 
Canadian history. In Year 6, we have begun 
brainstorming for an abstract art take on the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. In Language Arts, our 
intrigue and research takes the lead as we begin our 
much anticipated classroom debates! With passionate 
deep dives into current events around the country, we 
will be utilizing our new found knowledge of 
professional speaking and the dramatic art of giving a 
strong speech. In Year 6 Science, we are beginning to 
unravel new mysteries working through our evidence 
and investigation unit.  In Year 7 Science, we are 
focusing on the mysteries of modern science and 
researching issues affecting our planet.

In a culmination of our exciting efforts this contract 
will focus on building a digital portfolio in the 
shape of a personalized student website.  We look 
forward to sharing our learning with you as we 
approach our showcase!  

Year 8/9 News 
Erickson Centre

In Year 8, we learned about artist Piet Mondrian 
and his popular art piece “Boogie Woogie 
Broadway.” Although he spent most of his 
career creating abstract work, this painting is 
inspired by real-world examples: the city grid of 
Manhattan, and boogie-woogie, a music form 
he loved.  In Math, we worked on a city or town 
that is meaningful to us.  We drafted our plan on 
the grid paper only using perfect squares. 
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Year 8/9 News continued

In Year 9 Math, we worked collaboratively and 
picked linear equations, plotted the coordinates on a 
graph and drew a straight line to join the 
coordinates. The finished art was then traced on a 
wooden board using string and nails to demonstrate 
our learning.

CALGARY ARTS ACADEMY NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2023

High School News
In High School, we completed our first semester 
courses with some creative projects, alongside 
our final exams.  In Math 10, we worked together 
to create a model of an amusement park made 
to scale.

In Language Arts 10, we wrote and presented a 
rant, inspired by the stylings of Canadian Rick 
Mercer, defending our opinions on an important 
topic.  In Year 12, we wrote our first diploma 
exams and demonstrated perseverance and 
tenacity.
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